1989 Calendar of Jehovah’s Witnesses 



“Fear God and give him glory ”— Revelation U :z 
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MEGLDDQ (view to NW) is at the foot of the Carmel Range, 
which blocked travel between the Fertile Crescent and 
E^ypt, The N-S road {Vm Maris, or Way of the Sea) ran 
down by Megiddo and through a paan to Egypt. Near Megid- 
do this road inteirducted rut E*-W route in the Vall-sy of 


Jeered that linked the Mediterranean to the Jordan Valley. 
So Megiddo dominated vital trade and military rentes. Secu¬ 
lar history and the Bible tell of decisive battles here. {Judg L 
4‘ia h 13; 5:19; 2 Chron. 35:20-24) Hsr-Magedcm (Mountain 
of Mflgiddn )j or Armflgieddoil. could thus picture the pla ^-6 aV 


SBrl 

situation for gathering nations to a decisive war with God. 
(Rev, 16:16) A massive gate (top) found at Megiddo evidently 
was built by Solomon. (1 Ki. 9:15) A circular grain-storage 
pit is visible. Under etege the people could descend & long 
Eimni 1 ] (fur left) to get water From a hidden spring. 


















JERUSALEM {view to N) i? prominent m Bible history* being 
the "City of Kightuauangsa., Faithful Town," 41 city of Jehovah* 
Zion,* (Isa- 1:26; 60:14) The dark trees in the center mark the 
location of the spring En-ragel at the junction of the Hinnom 
(to W) &nd Kidron [to NE) valleys. (2 Sam. 15:23* 30; 17:17-20; 


1 Ki. 1:9-45; 2 Cbroii, 29:1-3) Above the trees but below the 
present Crusader wall? is the sunlit City of David, or Mount 
Zion, (1 Ki, 8.1) From the Gihtin spring in the Kidron Valley* 
He^ekiah'a tunnel ran under Mount Zion. (2 Chroit. 32:30) 
Farther N was Mount Moriah, where a golden -domed Muslim 


ea-a 

shrine is here aeen, with trees on each side. Abraham attempt* 
ed to offer up Isaac on or near Mount Moriah, and Solomon 
later built the temple there. (Gen. 22:141; 2 Chrnn 3:1) East of 
the temple was the Mount of Olives (not visible to right), 

—l Ki u-7i Matt, 24:1-3; John 19:1, 2; A c tsi I i2 
















BASHAN (view to NW) is- a high plat-can E of both the Sea of 
Galilee and the upper Jordan, As Israel neared t-he Promised 
Land, Bashan was ruled by the giant Amorite king Og. When 
larael defeated the Amo rites, Eashan was given to the tribe of 
Mjmasaeh, (Nutn, 21:31-35; 32:1. 33; Josh, 13:29-32) It re¬ 


ceived ample water from clouds that passed eastward over the 
lower hills in Galilee and from melting anew on Mount Hermon 
to the N„ Thus, Baahan was agriculturally rich, a vast granary 
for Israel and later for Rome.. (1 KL 4:7, 13) Cattle and sheep 
Hour iabed in its pastures and were extolled in poetry. (Doul 


32-14; Ps. 22:12; Ezek, 39:18) Since it was on the NE frontier 
toward Dumascna, Bazhan was exposed to attacks from Syria 
and Assyria. (2 Ki, 10:32, 33; 15:29) In the background can be 
Been ruins of a Crusader castJe near Mount. Herman and the 
(lealan Heights, part of former Bash ail.- Joah. 20:2, S. 











CHQBAZIN (view to SE) \ay 2 miles [3 km] N of Caperna¬ 
um, which is just visible amid trees by the Sea of Galilee. 
Bethsaida was on the coast to the E ( juat left of the picture), 
Jesus reproached the JeWG of these three neighboring cities 
for their imrospoiiffLveneaa to hb powerful works. {Matt. 


11:21-24) When Jeans later sent out the 70 d he again 
pronounced woe on Chorazin in a context that suggests that 
most of its inhabitants might reject his disciples. [Luke 10; 
1,10-15) Chorazin'a uninhabited ruins, which date from the 
third century C.E. P can be seen here in the midst of the hilly 


outcropping of basalt through which the Jordan River 
flows down to the sea. One of the ruined buildings is a 
synagogue made from local black basalt and decorated with 
reliefs that include mythological figures- In the distance is 
the eastern shore of the £>ea of Galilee.—Mark 6:31, 32. 45, 
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JOPPA (view to NW) has long been a vital port because its 
rocky breakwater formed the only natural harbor on the long 
coast between Egypt and Mount Carmel. It also provided 
access Jo the Egypt-Damaacna trade oolite, and it was the 
port nearest to Jerusalem, 3-5 niile&[56 km] away. Joppa wag 


linked to Dan 1 * tribal inheritance. (Josh. 19-40, 46) Cedar& 
from Lebanon were shipped to Joppa for building Solomon's 
temple and later for rebuilding it. (2 Chron, 2:11+ 10; Ezra 
3:7) When fleeing his assignment, Jonah went to Joppa and 
boarded a ship for Tarshish, possibly Spain. (Jonah l; 1-3) 


Tile beloved Dorcas (Tabitha} was part of the first-century 
Christian congregation at Joppa. [ Acts 9:36-43) While at the 
home of Simon the tanner* Peter had a vision that led him N 
to Caesarea, where he baptised Cornelius. (Acts 10:5-48) 
Joppa is now part, of Tel Aviv-Jaffa. 









WILDERNESS OF JUDAH ( view to SW) was the vast hilly 
eastern slope of the Judean mountains. It extends from near 
Jericho in the N to beyond the Dead Sea in the S- Rain from 
winter storms, as seen above, would quietly mn do™ torrent 
valleys, soak into the porous sandstone, or evaporate, produc¬ 


ing meager vegetation. (Isa. 32;2) When lie was fleeing from 
Saul, David sought refuge among the ravines and caves of this 
essentially uninhabited wilderness, jPs 63:1; 1 Sam, 23:19, 
24, 29} John the Daptlz^r began preaching hero, For 40 days 
Jesus wandered in this wilderness, Religious tradition claims 


that from the hilltop obove (where a wall now surrounds 
church riiblsj, Satan showed Christ "all the kingdom? of the 
world. 51 From there one could look E over the green palms of 
Jericho and the Jordan Valley toward ancient Philadelphia 
{Rabbah, or modern Ammanf—Matt, 8:1; 4:1-11. 














